When telephoning, please ask for: Democratic Services

Direct dial 0115914 8320

Email democraticservices@rushcliffe.gov.uk
Our reference:

Your reference:

Date: Wednesday, 19 November 2025

To all Members of the Council

Dear Councillor

A Meeting of the Council will be held on Thursday, 27 November 2025 at 7.00
pm in the Council Chamber, Rushcliffe Arena, Rugby Road, West Bridgford to
consider the following items of business.

This meeting will be accessible and open to the public via the live stream on
YouTube and viewed via the link: https://www.youtube.com/user/RushcliffeBC

Rushcliffe

Borough Council

Please be aware that until the meeting starts the live stream video will not be
showing on the home page. For this reason, please keep refreshing the home
page until you see the video appear.

Yours sincerely

Shegn

Sara Pregon
Monitoring Officer

AGENDA

Opening Prayer
1. Apologies for absence
2. Declarations of Interest

Link to further information in the Council’s Constitution

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 18 September 2025 (Pages 1 - 14)

To receive as a correct record the minutes of the Meeting of the
Council held on Thursday, 18 September 2025.

4. Mayor's Announcements

5. Leader's Announcements

6. Chief Executive's Announcements
7. Citizens' Questions
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https://www.youtube.com/user/RushcliffeBC
https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/about-us/about-the-council/policies-strategies-and-other-documents/accessible-documents/council-constitution/#Councillor%20Code%20of%20Conduct

10.

11.

To answer questions submitted by Citizens on the Council or its

services.

Petitions

Rushcliffe Borough Council Hackney Carriage and Private Hire
Licensing Policy 2025-2030 (Pages 15 - 146)

The report of the Director — Neighbourhoods is attached.

Update on the Political Composition of the Council and Committee
Membership

The report of the Chief Executive is To Follow.

Notices of Motion

To receive Notices of Motion

a)

Councillor Birch

This Council notes:

The recent response of the Committee for Standards in Public
Life (CSPL) to the Government’s consultation on reforms to the
Local Government standards regime.

That the CSPL has recommended a mandatory minimum Code
of Conduct, greater clarity on expected behaviours (including
bullying and harassment), and new powers to suspend or, in the
most serious cases, disqualify Councillors.

The CSPL has further supported requiring all principal authorities
to have a properly constituted Standards Committee, with
Independent Persons and lay members playing a stronger role,
and the creation of a fair and proportionate national or regional
appeals process.

This Council believes:

Public confidence in local democracy depends upon high
standards of integrity, accountability, and transparency from
elected members.

Current sanctions available to local authorities are insufficient to
deal with the most egregious breaches of the Code of Conduct.
Councillors, complainants, and the public are all best served by
a clear, consistent, and enforceable standards regime with an
accessible right of appeal.

This Council therefore resolves to:

1.

Formally support the CSPL’'s recommendations for a
mandatory minimum Code of Conduct, a laddered scale of
sanctions (including suspension and disqualification where


https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/about-us/have-your-say/public-speaking/
https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/about-us/have-your-say/public-speaking/
https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/about-us/about-the-council/policies-strategies-and-other-documents/accessible-documents/council-constitution/#_Toc106704299

b)

necessary), and an independent appeals mechanism.
Request that the Leader of the Council write to the Secretary
of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government to
communicate this Council’s support for these reforms.

Commit to reviewing this Council’s own Code of Conduct and
Standards Committee arrangements in response to any
legislative changes, ensuring that they are robust,
transparent, and in line with best practice.

Clir J Walker

Council notes that:

The current Leader and Cabinet system limits opportunities for
non-executive members to contribute to policy development prior
to Cabinet deliberations.

Engagement and participation from minority group leaders in
Cabinet discussions have declined, with responses to member
inquiries often being procedural rather than participatory.

Many local authorities have successfully introduced Policy
Panels to strengthen cross-party involvement in strategy
formulation and improve transparency in decision-making.

While Overview and Scrutiny Groups serve to retrospectively
review and challenge decisions, Policy Panels would involve all
Councillors in the Council's decision-making process from a
much earlier stage.

Council believes that:

Early, cross-party engagement in policy design enhances
democratic legitimacy, improves policy quality, and builds trust
between Councillors, Cabinet, and residents.

Councillors’ ward-level knowledge and community insight are
valuable assets in shaping effective and responsive policies.

Council therefore resolves to:

1.

Approve the establishment of Councillor Policy Panels on a
pilot basis to strengthen member engagement in policy
development.

Authorise the Monitoring Officer and Democratic Services to
finalise detailed operating procedures for the Panels, including
membership, scope, and reporting arrangements.

Request that two pilot Panels (for example, on a West
Bridgford Town Council and a Participatory Budget) be
launched between January and June 2026.

Request that Overview and Scrutiny review the pilot outcomes
after 12 months and report findings to Cabinet in Autumn
2026.

Commit to considering full implementation of Panels from
2027 onwards, subject to the pilot's evaluation and
considerations around Local Government Reorganisation
(LGR).



12. Questions from Councillors

To answer questions submitted by Councillors

Membership

Chair: Councillor J Cottee

Vice-Chair: Councillor R Butler

Councillors: M Barney, J Billin, T Birch, R Bird, A Brennan, A Brown, S Calvert,
J Chaplain, K Chewings, N Clarke, T Combellack, S Dellar, A Edyvean, S Ellis,
G Fletcher, M Gaunt, E Georgiou, P Gowland, C Grocock, R Inglis, R Mallender,
S Mallender, D Mason, P Matthews, H Om, H Parekh, A Phillips, L Plant,
D Polenta, N Regan, D Simms, D Soloman, C Thomas, R Upton, D Virdi,
J Walker, R Walker, L Way, T Wells, G Wheeler, J Wheeler and G Williams

Meeting Room Guidance

Fire Alarm Evacuation: In the event of an alarm sounding please evacuate the
building using the nearest fire exit, normally through the Council Chamber. You
should assemble at the far side of the plaza outside the main entrance to the
building.

Toilets: Are located to the rear of the building near the lift and stairs to the first
floor.

Mobile Phones: For the benefit of others please ensure that your mobile phone is
switched off whilst you are in the meeting.

Microphones: When you are invited to speak please press the button on your
microphone, a red light will appear on the stem. Please ensure that you switch
this off after you have spoken.

Recording at Meetings

National legislation permits filming and recording by anyone attending a meeting.
This is not within the Council’s control.

Rushcliffe Borough Council is committed to being open and transparent in its
decision making. As such, the Council will undertake audio recording of meetings
which are open to the public, except where it is resolved that the public be
excluded, as the information being discussed is confidential or otherwise exempt
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